Message for August 9, 2020

Have you ever planted anything? I’m sure most of you, perhaps all
of you, have done so at one time or another. And when you did, it
was for a specific purpose. If you planted grass seed it was in order
to have a nice lawn. If vegetables, it was for harvesting food.
Perhaps a tree to obtain shade from the hot son. Regardless of what
you might have planted, it served a purpose. You just don’t go
around planting things for the heck of it. With that in mind,
consider the following Scripture from the book of Isaiah.
“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has
anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn, to console those who mourn in Zion, to
give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they may be
called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He
may be glorified.”
Isaiah 61:1-3
The above passage is a prophecy foretelling the ministry of Jesus.
He Himself read it from the book of Isaiah to Jewish people in a
Synagogue in Luke 4, although only the first half of it, after which
He indicated that the prophecy has been fulfilled in their sight. But
He stopped after the phrase “acceptable year of the LORD”.
Nevertheless, the rest of the Isaiah passage also applies to Him as
well, but also to us. Did you know that you and I are plantings of
the Lord? And like all other plantings, we have been planted to
serve a purpose, which is to grow into trees of righteousness?
Perhaps you don’t view yourself that way, but that’s nonetheless
true. Like a natural tree, we have been rooted here in this part of
the world at this particular point in time in order to glorify our
Creator God. “And as there are many varieties of trees, so there
are many varieties of us. Each of us is different, and we glorify

God in our own unique ways, as He has given us varying skills and
talents. Yet, although different, we are to remain one in purpose,
and that is to use those gifts and talents according to His will and
the leading of the Holy Spirit that we might bear much fruit, and so
glorify Him (John 15:8).
If you’ve ever questioned, saying “what is my purpose in life?”,
this is it! No matter what else you might be called to do or be, there
is no higher purpose than to glorify our awesome God. There’s
also something else you need to know, and that is in order to
become a tree of righteousness, as this passage tells us, you will
receive comfort, consolation, and oil of joy when mourning (to lift
our spirits up to rejoice again), beauty for ashes (meaning goodness
out of bad situations), and a garment of praise when feeling
downcast or discouraged. These blessings are yours freely as
plantings of the Lord, fruitful trees of righteousness. And you are,
because the Lord says you are. May you grow tall and strong in
Him!
Blessings of grace, peace, and love,
Pastor Joe

I SURRENDER!
Everybody eventually surrenders to something or someone. If not to God,
you will surrender to the opinions or expectations of others, to money, to
resentment, to fear or to your own pride, lusts or ego. You were designed to
worship God — and if you fail to worship him, you will create other things
(idols) to give your life to.
You are free to choose what you surrender to, but you are not free from
the consequences of that choice. E. Stanley Jones said, “If you don’t surrender
to Christ, you surrender to chaos.”
—Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life

SHARING JESUS
The true story is told of two men sitting together on a train. When one
shared with the other, a committed Christian, that he was heading home to
donate a kidney to his father, the Christian listened intently. Sensing his
seatmate’s genuine interest, the speaker confided that he didn’t know his life’s
purpose.
Sensing an openness in his new friend, the Christian told him about Jesus
and the purpose Jesus had given to his life. The Christian man said later that
he’d never met someone so appreciative of hearing the Good News.
A key Epiphany theme is sharing the news of Jesus. “Ordinary” Christians
can do that best by listening for an opening when visiting with someone and
sharing part of their faith story in relation to something the other has said.
There’s no need to accost strangers on street corners. Just be yourself, let the
Holy Spirit guide you and invite your listener to follow Jesus, too.

PACKED WITH PURPOSE
In Cure for the Common Life (W Publishing Group), Max Lucado
recounts grabbing the wrong suitcase at an airport, not realizing the mistake
until he’d reached his hotel room. “No one wants to live out of someone else’s
bag,” he writes, yet that’s what many people do with their career choices.
An estimated 70 percent of people go to work without enthusiasm or
passion because they’ve been urged to force themselves into roles that aren’t
the right fit. “You cannot be anything you want to be,” Lucado writes, “but you
can be everything God wants you to be.”
By living out of the “bag” that God packed specially for you, you’ll
experience fulfillment and joy — in your work and in your life.
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