Message for July 5, 2020
Happy Fourth of July weekend! Normally this is a great time
of holiday celebration, family/friend get-togethers, cookouts,
and fireworks displays. But unfortunately these are not normal
times and we continue to be somewhat restricted in our
activities due to the corona virus. Nevertheless we can all still
find ways to celebrate our national independence and enjoy our
freedoms. So regardless of how you celebrate, I pray that you
have an enjoyable time, and remember to praise God with
thankfulness for all His blessings.
As I said, July 4th is a holiday to commemorate our national
independence. But what of our individual independence?
Each of us has a different day to celebrate that. What's yours?
For me, I don't remember the exact date, only that it occurred
in April of 1974. That was when God set me free. Not only
free from the power of sin, but also from so much more,
including bad habits and attitudes, bitterness, envy, hatreds,
etc, etc. The list could go on and on. But I would like to focus
on just one of those things in this message, and that is freedom
from worry. In last week's message I talked about "weeds of
worry" and how they can affect us in negative ways. They
sprout up and attempt to take control of our lives. There is
nothing positive about worry, especially with respect to things
over which we have no control. Worry only creates stress, robs
us of our peace by instilling fear, and fosters doubt. But it's
even worse than that. Have you ever considered that worry is
like a slap in the face of God and a personal insult to Him?
Jesus Himself told us not to worry about anything because
God loves us and has promised to always be with us, and to
help us in our times of need. Shouldn't we believe that and
simply trust Him? Paul also tells us to cast our cares on Him
because He cares for us. Why can't we just do that instead of

worrying about so much in our lives? When we worry, we are
in effect saying to God that we're not sure He'll come through
for us. Does that kind of doubt mean we're calling Him a liar?
Instead of drawing closer to Him in patient expectation and
trust, we're actually pushing Him away. Is that what we really
want? Of course not!
Among the great gifts from God to His children is the gift of
freedom from worry and the fear it brings. But we must train
ourselves to exercise that gift. Whenever you're tempted to
worry about something, you must turn your attention away
from the circumstance or problem, look toward God and focus
on the truth of the Scriptures, and simply say "I trust You
Lord". Let go and leave your concerns in His hands. You might
have to do it several, or many, times over. It takes
commitment, perseverance, and faith in the truth of God's
Word. But in the end you will experience peace and joy like
never before. This gift of freedom from worry is meant to be
permanent, constant, and enjoyed as part of your inheritance.
It's part of living the abundant life in Christ.
May you all enjoy a worry-free life as you daily celebrate your
personal Independence Day! (Enjoy the national holiday as
well!)
Remember, God loves you. And He means it!
Blessings of grace to you all,
Pastor Joe

HOW WILL WE USE OUR FREEDOM?
In 2000, Cornealious Anderson was sentenced to 13 years for robbery. The
23-year-old was released on bail and told to await orders to show up to prison.
But due to a clerical error, those orders never came. Some people might have
taken advantage of such freedom and committed more crimes. But Anderson
started a business, coached youth football and volunteered at church, earning
respect in his community.
Thirteen years later, when Missouri officials discovered the error and put
Anderson behind bars, an online petition called for his release. A judge agreed
that Anderson was a changed man and, again, he was freed.
What would you do with such undeserved freedom? What do we do with
the unmerited freedom God grants us despite our sin, and with the freedoms we
celebrate on July 4? May we follow Anderson’s example and use our freedoms
— social and spiritual — to serve others.

THE FREEDOM OF FORGIVENESS
Martin Luther King Jr. called forgiveness “a permanent attitude,” as
opposed to “an occasional act.” Maintaining a forgiveness mind-set leads to
peace and freedom.
Author and pastor Max Anders experienced that freedom in seminary. After
cheating on a Hebrew final, he was distraught and confessed his sin to God and
the professor. “I felt deeply cleaned. Pure. Holy,” Anders writes in 21
Unbreakable Laws of Life. “I wanted to laugh and cry at the same time. I
wanted to run and jump and dance. The burden was lifted. … I was free!”
By contrast, he writes, “If we don’t ask for forgiveness when we wrong
someone, we lose our moral authority; the debris of sin begins to accumulate in
our hearts, choking our conscience …. Others know when we sin against them,
and if we don’t make it right, it hurts our reputation as well as God’s.”

HOW HEALTHY IS OUR FREEDOM?
Our attitude toward the poor is still one of the surest tests of the health of our
freedom. The moment freedom is used to avoid acts of mercy or help or
compassion, it is exposed as a fraud. A free person who finds ways to enhance
the lives of the poor demonstrates the truest and most mature freedom. … We
are not free to dismiss poor people from our awareness, to turn a deaf ear to
voices that ask for help, to harbor even the slightest contempt for the failures
and rejects in our society.
—Eugene H. Peterson, Traveling Light

“The Little Church That Could”
“Believing is Seeing”

