
Easter Message - April 12, 2020

A quote by S. Lewis Johnson reads as follows: "The resurrection is
God's 'Amen!' to Christ's statement 'It is finished'." And what a
glorious Amen that was! The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
single greatest event in all of human history. Of course that was
way before my time here on Earth, but I will never forget how I
felt when Mary and I went to Sight & Sounds in Lancaster
Pennsylvania to see the production of "Jesus" and they portrayed
the resurrection on the stage. What a moving experience! Words
cannot describe how I felt at that moment. I was overwhelmed with
emotion. And now I'm thinking, I only saw a re-enactment and I
remember how that affected me, but nobody back then actually
witnessed it. At first they only saw an empty tomb. Later they saw
the resurrected Jesus who spent 40 days with them until His
Ascension into Heaven. I wonder what they felt when they saw
Him again after witnessing His death. How did it compare with
what I felt? I can only imagine. Nevertheless, that single event, the
resurrection, changed the course of history and has given us hope.
No longer are we prisoners of our sins awaiting the final judgment.
Through our faith we have been set free. Free! Free! No longer in
chains. And whom the Son sets free is free indeed! We are free to
experience life as God intended, without guilt or shame, and to
have life more abundantly. The kingdom of God with all its
blessings is now ours to enjoy. Think about that. We have inherited
a kingdom! Just the thought of that should cause us all to rejoice
greatly and to praise God with all of our heart. But as you all
know, there's still more. Our hope is not limited to this life only.
One day we will all be changed, taking on the form of Jesus
Himself in His resurrected body, to spend eternity with Him, and
even more free than ever before. No more pain or sorrow or death.
Truly free! Eternally free! And it's all the gracious gift of God,
given to us by Jesus through His death and resurrection. His
amazing grace and even more amazing love are beyond my
comprehension. But I am forever grateful to Him for it all. And I
know you are too. We may be celebrating Easter quite differently
this year, but that's ok. God looks on the heart, and what's in our 

heart is all that matters. So let us celebrate Easter by simply
thanking Him and praising Him for His indescribable gift. And
even though we're apart, we can still rejoice together in the Spirit. I
pray all of you will have a most blessed Easter. And may your joy
be full.

Finally, here is an Easter benediction I came across on line.

Easter is the gift of HOPE
Easter is the gift of PEACE
Easter is the gift of LOVE
Let us rejoice in Him,
Who gives them all.

May God bless you at Easter,
And keep you all year through.
May God give you all the faith it takes,
To make your dreams come true.
May His love and wisdom always help,
To guide you on your way.
May His light shine down upon you now,
To bless your Easter Day.

Love to all,
Pastor Joe



ECHOES OF EASTER

     The Resurrection wasn’t a “one-off”; it was a spark that lit a flame that
continues burning even today, especially where people minister in the Risen
One’s name. One such outreach, Camp Noah, serves children traumatized by
disaster. Nationwide, volunteers offer week-long experiences of kindness, love,
listening and safety to kids who’ve recently survived a tornado, flood, hurricane,
wildfire or shooting. Kids often open up for the first time to share their “storm
stories” and begin a journey of healing.
     Leaders at Camp Noah attest to God’s power to bring joy out of sorrow, trust
out of fear and life out of death. A boy who initially was aloof dances with
another camper at the closing worship; kids who arrived with uncertain
expressions leave with smiles and regained confidence. Mental health counselors
are part of camp teams, and referrals are made to continue care afterward.
     Resurrection often happens in steps, not overnight. But wherever “ordinary”
daily ministry takes place in Christ’s name, extraordinary echoes of the first
Easter are evident.
       —Heidi Mann

CHRIST HAS TRIUMPHED!

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;
Death is strong, but life is stronger.
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.
Faith and hope triumphant say,
Christ will rise on Easter Day. 

“Spring is when you feel like whistling, even with a shoe full of slush.”
 (Doug Larson)

“The Little Church That Could”
“Believing is Seeing”


